
          November 20, 2016 

Good morning everyone, 

 

We are back in Johannesburg for an overnight before flying into Madagascar tomorrow for the second 

half of our trip. 

On our last day in Victoria Falls yesterday, we had decided to book an “adventure activity”.  This was 

supposed to be a 3 hour outing which included a 45 minute interactive “Walk with Lions”.   The program 

was supposed to be a hotel pickup, drive to the wildlife facility, safety briefing (much waiver signing – 

i.e. acknowledging that you waive all claims if the lion eats you).   It turned out to be a series of 

adventures.  

The first hiccup came when we seemed to be one person short after all hotel pickups were made.  Much 

radioing back and forth before we left Vic. Falls and a conclusion that one person was double entered.   

We started our drive.  Second hiccup was a violent thunderstorm erupting, accompanied by much 

lightning.   We looked at each other, a little concerned.  No problem said the guide (of course), it will 

pass.  We drove on, it got heavier and heavier, and the lightening was making strong ground strikes with 

thunder that rattled the bus windows.  We looked at each other a lot concerned.  After about 20 

minutes, the bus pulls off the road, and the guide announces that he can see people are a bit nervous, 

so he will sit and wait it out.  Well, we sat and sat, then the rain eased slightly so we started off again.  

We turned onto a very potholed dirt road which by now was covered in rushing water similar to flash 

flooding.  We struggled along for a few minutes and then abruptly stopped.  A vehicle was behind us 

flashing lights and honking horns --  guess what – we did leave someone behind and they were chasing 

us in a cab! 

Off we go again, and shortly we are flagged down by a person standing in the centre of the road, knee 

deep in rushing water.  There was a flash flood in a normally dry stream bed about 20ft wide that had 

filled with the sudden downpour.  The driver sat and looked at it for a while – then backed up, revved 

the engine and plowed thru.  It was fairly exciting.   We eventually got to near the wildlife facility – then 

the bus got stuck in the mud.  We got out and walked the last ¼ mile and got reasonably wet and very 

muddy.  Good grief – what had we gotten ourselves into! 

Finally at the “reception centre” – still lightning all around – but a bit less rain now.  We are herded 

under a tent next to a raging creek, and given a briefing on the do’s and dont’s of the walk.  We were 

told that this was the first rains of the season, and that the lions were all excited and frisky with the 

change in the weather.  Hmmmm!     We were running a lot behind schedule by now, and it was almost 

5 p.m. and not the best light due to the weather.  Apparently the path “normally” taken to head out was 

across the raging creek (normally dry).  So, off we trekked again with the guides talking by walkie talkie 

so they could locate their buddies who were out tracking the lions. 



We eventually got to a rough track about 10ft wide with shrubby growth on either side, and after a few 

minutes twin yearling lionesses bounded out of the scrub.  They are habituated and were quite 

interactive with the guides.  After about 5 minutes of steady walking along the track, they settled down 

from their galloping around, and members of our group of 8 were encouraged to step up and walk 

directly behind them.   It was exactly like herding kittens – they scampered here and there, tusselled 

with each other,  then abruptly sat, then bounded off again in the opposite direction.    Every now and 

then they laid down, and we were able to get some neat photos. Most of the other folks in our group 

weren’t too keen to get too close to them, so Jack and I got a lot of interaction time with them.   It was a 

very entertaining 45 minutes, and then we headed back to “reception”  for milk & cookies, then a ½ mile 

hike (in seriously fading light)  to where the bus had been towed out of the mud and was waiting to 

transport us back to the hotel. 

Due to weather conditions and low light levels,  our photos aren’t the best – but you get the general 

idea.  We also bought a video of the walk – can’t play it until we are back in Canada, but it will probably 

also be “iffy” quality – but it will be "our" special reminder. 

That’s all for now, 

cheers..................  cathy & jack 


