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How to: Photo books to be featured
Some people print their photos, others
view them on a monitor while others just
leave them on the flash card or computer
and hardly look at them.
How about creating a permanent
photobook to collect the memories of your
travels, your family, your best photos etc.?
Club member Catherine Easton has done
just that.
At our 2 January meeting she will tell us
about her first foray into making a
presentable Picture Book. She will explain
how she selected the pictures to tell a story,
how she got help from the KSC Computer
Group to enhance the photos for
presentation, and how she selected the
company to produce the book. She

encourages others to bring in their own
photo books for display and comparison at
the Jan meeting.
As usual we will start the meeting with
the slide show of member’s photos.
The meeting will also feature Marg’s hints
and an update from President Ken Wilson.
WHITE BALANCE

Later, John Williamson will lead off on a
presentation on White Balance and how
using a “grey card” can improve your
photos.
Some of the best photos from the last
meeting will be highlighted and we will
wrap up the meeting with a review of the
selected photos from the slide show.
A great way to start the New Year. New
members and guests are always welcome.

“Lest We Forget” by Doug Brittain

Send in your photos for
our slide show/gallery
The monthly photo assignments are
there to encourage you to take photos.
For our upcoming meeting in January
the category is “Architecture” such as
buildings, bridges shapes and the like.
Note that “Open” subjects are always
welcome as well.
Don’t miss the deadline because of
the holidays – it is 28 December. The
photos will be shown at our 2 January
meeting, be available on our website
gallery and some will be featured in the
February edition of the shutterBUG.
You can also now start shooting any
of the topics shown on the table at left.
Remember that the aim of the club is
participation and learning.

SUBMITTING YOUR PHOTOS

“Academia Bridge Venice” by Elizabeth Wallis

1. Shoot your pictures at the largest
resolution that your camera is capable
of producing.
2. Use an email program and “Attach”
your image directly without resizing.
3. Send your images to
cameraclub@kanataseniors.ca
4. If you want your pictures included on
our Photo Gallery, you must include
your name as part of the image name.
Shot as:
IMG0912.jpg (out of the camera)
Renamed as:
Snowy Beach by John
Williamson.jpg
5. Photoshop is allowed and
encouraged.
6. Indicate in the text of your email
which photo you want in the review
portion at the end of our meeting.
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Check out these free
photo editing options
If you didn’t get Adobe Photoshop Elements or Corel
Paint Shop Pro for Christmas you might want to try
one of these free alternatives
Photoshop Express
http://www.photoshop.com/tools/expresseditor
Photoshop Express, the online version of Adobe’s
familiar Photoshop Elements, feels polished, like a
commercial program. You get all the basics – crop,
rotate, red-eye removal, and exposure correction, for
example.
GIMP
http://www.gimp.org
GIMP has tools used for image retouching and
editing, free-form drawing, resizing, cropping, photomontages, converting between different image
formats, and more specialised tasks. Animated
images such as GIF and MPEG files can be created
using an animation plug-in.

“Covered path” by Amy Lo

Paint.Net
http://www.getpaint.net
Paint.NET is free image and photo editing software
for computers that run Windows. It features an
intuitive and innovative user interface with support for
layers, unlimited undo, special effects, and a wide
variety of useful and powerful tools. An active and
growing online community provides friendly
help, tutorials, and plug-ins.
FastStone Image Viewer
www.faststone.org
It has a nice array of features such as image viewing,
management, comparison, red-eye removal,
emailing, resizing, cropping, color adjustments,
musical slideshow and much more.
IrfanView
www.irfanview.com
IrfanView is a freeware/shareware image viewer for
Microsoft Windows that can view, edit, and convert
image files and play video/audio files. It is noted for
its small size, speed, ease of use, and ability to
handle a wide variety of graphic file formats, and has
some image creation and painting capabilities.

“Church framed by foliage” by Ken Wilson

FotoFlexer
http://fotoflexer.com
The FotoFlexer photo editor lives entirely within a
Web page – you have nothing to download or install
– yet its power rivals that of commercial programs. In
addition to simple tools to tweak your photos, such as
a one-click Auto Fix button, red-eye correction,
cropping, and exposure controls.
Windows Live Photo Gallery
http://bit.ly/aYKjbc
This is a free program you can download as part of
Windows Live Essentials, or on its own. Photo
Gallery combines a photo organizer – with all the
essential photo editing tools, like cropping, color
adjustments, exposure tools, and noise reduction.

“Idle conversation” by Shirley LeClair
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Marg’s Hints
and Tips

STILL LIFE IDEAS
“Regensburg Germany” by Margo Wiper

Many reasons to visit our web site
The photo club web site is a trove of information. With a pull down
menu you can access all the old newsletters.
In addition with another pull down menu you can view 20 galleries of
members’ photos of assignments and shootouts. As each new
assignment is concluded it will be added to the gallery.
Once in the gallery you need only click on the thumbnail image to
see it larger. This also brings up details such as the ISO, exposure,
etc.
Finally a third pull down menu brings up past meeting resources
such as presentations, links, etc. which can be found here.
There is also a section which explains how photos should be
submitted.
One of the most useful areas is at the bottom under “Useful Links
PDF”. This feature is a gold mine of tips, articles, stores, pod casts
and much more. There is also a link to our mentor list and their
particulars.
The website is easily accessible from the www.kanataseniors.ca site

Still Life provides a fine opportunity to learn about
composition and lighting. Unlike landscapes you can
control the light and unlike portraits, your subject won't
get bored and start fidgeting.
Lighting: Most of the time you will be working indoors.
You will need good light, so work near a window,
preferably one that allows plenty of sunlight in. To avoid
colour casts, try to work with natural daylight if possible.
If your camera has a built-in flash, you will need to be
careful using it. Because of how close the flash is to the
lens, the lighting looks flat with very small shadows if
any. Using thin tissue paper will help diffuse the light.
Start small with one item. Look at the way the light
affects the shadows and the shape of the item. Then
add something else and try different arrangements to
get a good composition. Keep building the arrangement
up in this way, until you are happy with the image you
created. Think about contrasts, hard and soft, light and
dark, smooth and textured. Each will produce a different
effect.
One easy mistake is not thinking about the
background, and they are your main item of contrast.
The right background will help push the subject towards
the viewer. The wrong background will hide the subject.
Shooting indoors gives you control over the subject.
You'll get the best results with a low ISO and small
aperture, so use a tripod to keep everything sharp. Use
manual exposure and focusing for total precision.
Shutter speed of 1/60 second or slower. Experiment with
different light sources such as diffuse window light, flash
or reading lamps. Not all light has to come from the front
of the subject, side and back lighting will add interest,
shadows and depth to the shot. Try to avoid reflective
surfaces such as glass as they will be extremely difficult
with regards to lighting.

Visit our web site at

www.kanataseniors.ca
then select Activities
and then Camera Club
“mirror mirror” by Sue Carey
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Our own help desk
Mentors are there
to help at meetings

“Fire Engine Framed” by Fraser Campbell

Since its inception, the club has had
education as its theme. As such a number
of members have indicated that they would
be willing to help others with specific or
more general topics.
This mentor group includes very
knowledgeable photographers who are
willing to answer your questions.
They are available at 8.30 am before
each meeting and during coffee break. The
mentors are also willing to help you at
home or by telephone if you have a
question or problem.
It would help if you could bring your
camera manual.

EXIF reveals camera settings and other details
pictures?”
This article is about the Exchangeable
Image File Format (EXIF) and how to
access the data from photographs.
Back in the film days, photographers
were forced to carry a pen and a
notepad with them to record important
information such as shutter speed,
aperture and date. They would then use
this information in the lab, going through
one picture at a time, hoping that what
they wrote actually corresponds to the
right image. It was a very painful
process, especially for newbies that
wanted to understand what they did
wrong when an image didn’t come out
right.
Nowadays, every modern digital
camera has the capability to record this
information, along with many other
camera settings, right into the
photographs. These settings can then be
later used to organize photographs,
perform searches and provide vital
information to photographers about the
way a particular photograph was
captured.

This stored data is called “EXIF Data”
and it is comprised of a range of settings
such as ISO speed, shutter speed,
aperture, white balance, camera model
and make, date and time, lens type,
focal length and much more.
Being able to read such data can be of
great importance not only for beginners,
but also for other photographers who
want to find out what settings and tools
were used to create a particular
photograph. Unfortunately though, the
only web-friendly (in terms of size) file
format that can handle EXIF is JPEG,
which means that you wouldn’t be able
to read the data from other image
formats such as GIF/PNG.

“East Gate Regensburg
Germany” by James Wiper

“Hermitage Hall”
by Neil Barrett

So how do you view it?
The easiest way is to right click on the jpg
image or file on your computer and then
select properties. The details tab will then
give you the EXIF information about the
photo.

“frame in a frame”
by Carol Brown

