
Busy meeting to 
start new year 

my eye. I derive beauty from things that other 

people might see as mundane or not even 

notice.” 

   “I play with the images to enhance light and 

shadow and to show details that often get lost 

in shadow.” 

   Her subjects cover the whole range from 

musicians to horses to nature to Ottawa sights 

to Photoshop art. 

   Heather goes by the moniker “yduckie” and 

you can see her work on line at 

http://www.pbase.com/yduckie. 

(Information and photo from Jane 

Spencer at www.sixtyrising.com) 
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   Due to a quirk in the calendar the 

deadline for photo submission is Sunday 29 

December. Please don’t miss it. 

   The assignment is Shadows and 

Silhouettes and should provide lots of 

opportunity for taking photos. As is always 

the case there is also an opportunity to 

send in photos in the open category. 

   Members may not realize it but many of 

the submitted photos were taken with 

ordinary point-and-shoot cameras. One in 

this issue was taken with an iPhone. There 

is no need for fancy and expensive 

equipment. The aim is to get you out taking 

photographs. That is how we can learn  

Heather Dawe to present at Jan. 3 meeting 

“Canada Geese just after take-off” by Frank Jonker 

  The camera club has another busy and 

informative program lined up for its 1 

March meeting. The meeting starts at 

9:15 sharp in Hall C. 

   As usual we will start with a slide show 

of the assignment photos – Shadows and 

Silhouettes..  

   This will be followed with a presentation 

from our featured presenter Heather 

Dawe. 

   After coffee Doug Brittain will outline 

teaching points for our new “learning 

opportunity” series. 

   John Williamson will conduct another 

learning session using an instructional 

video. 

   Marg Jackman will present her “Hints 

and Tips” and President Ken Wilson will 

outline some of the upcoming events. 

   We will finish with a review of the 

selected photos from the December 

assignment.  
   As usual the ‘mentors” will be there to 
man their “Help Desk” both before the 
meeting and during the coffee break. 
   Visitors are always welcome. 
 
 

Send your photos in over the holidays 
shootout results to be shown 

from each other 

   The table below shows the next 

assignment categories. You can start 

shooting now for any of them.  

   Details on how to submit photos can be 

found on page 3.  
 

   The photo club is delighted to have 

Heather Dawe present at our January 

meeting to demonstrate the wide range and 

scope of her work. 

   Largely self-taught, Heather took photos 

for years with a point-and-shoot camera, 

then treated herself to a DSLR and joined 

the RA photo Club where she was exposed 

to new techniques, learning opportunities 

and like-minded people. 

   She is a fan of Photoshop and says that 

“While photography helps me live in the 

moment, post processing is a huge outlet 

for my creativity. Taking photos has trained 

http://www.pbase.com/yduckie
http://www.sixtyrising.com/
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“Falling For Each Other” by Diane Helmus 

The facts on megapixels, 
megabytes and DPI 

“Gatineau River” by Y. Parlour 

“Play time” by John Williamson 

   Here is a primer on photo files – megapixels, 

megabytes dpi and more. Hopefully, it will help you 

better understand digital photography. Here is some 

fascinating trivia about digital photography related to 

the size of digital photos. 

START WITH MEGAPIXELS (HOW BIG) 

   Cameras are most often characterized by the term 

megapixel, or how many millions of pixels their sensors 

can pack into a photo. A 10-megapixel camera takes 

pictures with 10 million pixels.  For example, a Nikon 

D200 shoots photos that are 3871 pixels wide by 2592 

pixels high.  Multiply those two numbers together and 

you get 10 million pixels. 

   So, megapixels defines the size of the photo a 

camera can take, as measured by how many pixels it 

contains. 

NEXT UP: MEGABYTES (HOW HEAVY) 

   It’s also important to be able to measure a photo by 

its file size or the number of megabytes it takes up on 

your memory card or hard disk. Think of this as how 

“heavy” the file is, as if you were weighing it on a scale. 

Megapixels and file size have virtually no relation to 

each other. A 10-megapixel photo might “weigh” less 

than a megabyte on your hard drive. Or it might “weigh” 

as much as 6 megabytes.  The file size depends on 

several factors, including the number of pixels, the file 

format you are using (such as JPEG or RAW), and the 

amount of file compression used to save the photo, 

which is sometimes referred to as the quality setting.  

DPI MEASURES THE DENSITY OF THE PIXELS 

   Finally there is dpi, or dots per inch. DPI has no 

inherent value of its own when describing the size of a 

photo. The only thing that dpi does is help you to 

understand how large a photo can be printed or 

displayed, and – here’s the key thing – it refers to the 

display medium (e.g. monitor or photo print), not to the 

photo itself. 

   To explain – suppose you take the 10-megapixel 

photo mentioned earlier and display it on a computer 

screen.  Computer screens tend to have a resolution of 

around 72 dpi, which means the screen has about 72 

pixels per linear inch.  If you show the photo at its “full 

size” (so every pixel in the photo uses a pixel on the 

screen) then you’d divide 3872 by 72 and find that the 

photo would be about 53 inches across. But send that 

same photo to a 300-dpi inkjet printer, and you would 

expect that you could make a high-quality print that’s 

about 12 inches across (3872/300). 

“Winter Magic” by James Wiper 

Visit our web page at 
www.kanataseniors.ca 

then select Activites  

and then Camera Club 

http://www.kanataseniors.ca/


Web photo presentation 
available for download  

Four season photos  
will take dedication  
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Marg’s Hints    
and Tips 

 

“Ornamental Grass” by Mike Maheux 

“Power cat” by Ann Williams 

Watch your background 
   Distracting backgrounds Hurt Your Subject. 

   A constant challenge that photographers face 

is avoiding backgrounds that distract from or 

fight with their subject.  Watch what is happening 

in a background and move your camera position 

to avoid things like "hot spots" of light or bright 

colours. 

Simplify a Background. 

   A great way to keep background subordinate 

to your subject is to find an angle to your subject 

that keeps the background behind it simple. 

 Without a lot of stuff behind your subject, the 

viewer of your picture will more clearly see your 

subject. 

Contrast Your Subject with the Background. 

   Another way to ensure that your subject stands 

out is to look for contrasts between it and the 

background.  If your subject is light, you can get 

something dark behind it, such as a large dark 

shadow or find a colour distinctly different from 

your subject. 

Place your Background. 

   Even if you cannot get close to your subject, 

you can often make it stand out by placing your 

background carefully behind it.  Find a dark area, 

and then move so that a brighter subject is in 

front of it. Or find a strong colour and then move 

so that it sits behind your subject. 

“Bluejay” by Tracy Pike 

   We want you to send in your pictures for the monthly assignments and also 

for inclusion in our gallery on the Club website. Here are the “rules” 

1. Shoot your pictures at the largest resolution that your camera is capable of 

producing.  

2. Send your images to cameraclub@kanataseniors.ca 

3. If you want your pictures included on our Photo Gallery, you must include 

your name as part of the image name. Rename it. 

Shot as: IMG0912.jpg – Renamed as: Green Tulips by John Black.jpg 

Only photos identified with a title and the name of the photographer will be 

forwarded to the webmaster for inclusion in the Gallery. 
4. In the body of your email indicate the photo you want in the final 
slideshow. 

How to submit your photographs 
 

   Steve Courtney’s presentation from 

the last meeting “Creating and 

Managing a Web Photo Album” can 

be found on the Camera Club web 

page under “Meeting Resources”. 

http://www.kanataseniors.ca/pdf-

files/DCC/photo_album_seminar_dec_

2013.pdf 

   As a novelty assignment which will 
prove to be interesting next year, we 
are asking members to choose a 
subject and take a photo each season. 
   Winter is a good time to start and we 
will show the results at the end of next 
year. 
  The topic could be a lake, a tree, your 
backyard or even a street scene. The 
choice is up to you 
   Once you start you have to remember 
to finish. 

mailto:cameraclub@kanataseniors.ca
http://www.kanataseniors.ca/pdf-files/DCC/photo_album_seminar_dec_2013.pdf
http://www.kanataseniors.ca/pdf-files/DCC/photo_album_seminar_dec_2013.pdf
http://www.kanataseniors.ca/pdf-files/DCC/photo_album_seminar_dec_2013.pdf
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“Beaverpond Snow by Fraser Campbell 

“Virginia Farm” by Cheryl Wilson 

“Autumn in Quebec” by Amy Lo 

Cold weather requires special consideration 
Shooting with a digital SLR in cold 
climates involves special considerations 
with regard to weather and freezing 
temperatures. 

 People who work in professions such 
as real estate and insurance may have 
“car cameras” that they keep in their 
cars for convenience—often overnight. 
Sub-freezing temperatures can 
damage a digital camera—particularly 
the LCD screen. Therefore, a digital 
camera should not be left in a car in 
the winter for extended periods of time. 
This also applies to digital voice 
recorders, as they have LCD screens. 

 If a digital SLR is used outside and 
becomes very cold, it should be 
wrapped in a towel before bringing it 
inside a house or other building to 
prevent condensation from forming on 
and in the camera. Let the camera 
warm up for 10 or 15 minutes before 
unwrapping it. 

 Batteries lose their efficiency when 
they get cold, so carry an extra battery 
and keep it warm in a pocket if you 
expect to shoot for a long time. You 
can rotate the batteries so the cold one 
can heat up and regain its efficiency. 

 The E-1 and E-3 digital SLRs are 
weatherproof when used with the top 
tier Zuiko Digital lenses. If you don’t 
have one of these cameras you can 
shoot in rain and snow by using a clear 
plastic bag as a weatherproof housing. 
Use the lens shade and secure the 
open end of the bag with a rubber 
band. Extend the end of the bag 

outward to serve as a hood to prevent 

snowflakes or raindrops from getting 

on the front lens element. 

 If you want to be in a group shot and 

don’t have a tripod, use a “treepod” by 

looping the camera strap over a tree 

branch or railing and cradling the lens 

in the strap (see example). Use the 

self-timer or a remote to trip the 

shutter 

 If there is a lot of snow in a shot, the 
camera may under-expose the 
picture. Use the Beach and Snow 
Scene mode or change the Exposure 
Compensation setting to a positive 
value.  

 If you are shooting while it is snowing, 

don’t use the flash. The flash will  

illuminate the flakes and there will 

bright, out-of-focus blobs cluttering up 

the pictures. If you are shooting on a 

cloudy day, use the “cloudy day” 

white balance instead of the AUTO 

setting to warm the color up slightly. 

Freshly fallen snow can present some 

beautiful opportunities for photographs. 

Try early morning and late afternoon 

light, and if you have a tripod you might 

even try some night shots using 

moonlight. Backlight and crosslight will 

yield more textured images than shooting 

with the sun behind you. 

From: 

http://www.olympusamerica.com/

crm/oneoffpages/ask_oly/crm_e_

ask_oly_12_08.asp 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.olympusamerica.com/crm/oneoffpages/ask_oly/crm_e_ask_oly_12_08.asp
http://www.olympusamerica.com/crm/oneoffpages/ask_oly/crm_e_ask_oly_12_08.asp
http://www.olympusamerica.com/crm/oneoffpages/ask_oly/crm_e_ask_oly_12_08.asp

