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“Beaver Pond” by Dave Herbert 

Get down at their level 

For the kids and the pets that means 

getting down at their level. 

Use a plain background 

Before taking a picture check the area 

behind the subject. Look for trees or 

poles sprouting from your subject’s 

head. 

Use flash outdoors 

Even outdoors, use fill flash setting on 

the camera to improve your pictures. 

Use it in bright sun to lighten dark 

shadows under the eyes and nose. Use 

it on cloudy days to brighten up faces. 

Move in Close 

To create impactful pictures, move in 

close and fill your picture with the 

subject. 

Take some vertical pictures 

Many subjects look better in a vertical 

picture – from the Eiffel Tower to 

portraits of your friends. 

Lock the focus 

Lock the focus by pressing the shutter 

half way and then re-framing the picture. 

Move from the middle 

Bring your picture to life by simply 

placing your subject off-centre. 

Know your flash range 

Pictures taken beyond the flash range 
will be too dark. For many cameras 
that’s only ten feet – about four steps 

Know your flash range 

Pictures taken beyond the flash range will 

be too dark. For many cameras that’s 

only ten feet – about four steps away. 

Watch the light 

For people, choose the soft lighting of 

cloudy days. Avoid overhead sunlight that 

casts harsh shadows.  

Be a picture director 

Add some props, rearrange your 

subjects, or try a different viewpoint. 

   The camera club has another busy and 

informative program lined up for its 6 

December meeting. The meeting starts at 

9:15 sharp in Mlacak Hall C. Our featured 

topic will be a presentation on “Creating a 

Web Photo Album”.  

Steve Courtney, head of the Council 

computer training team, will show how you 

can publish your photos so that they can 

be shared with your friends and relatives. 

Using Picasso he will demonstrate 

everything you need to get your photos on 

line. 

   The meeting will start with a slide show 

of the submitted photos from the “open” 

category. This will be followed by a 

Steve’s presentation on web photos.  

 John Williamson will present another 

tutorial and Marg Jackman will again 

outline some of her Hints and Tips. Ken 

Wilson will mention some of our upcoming 

speakers and lead a discussion on indoor 

shootout locations and monthly 

assignments.  

   We close out the meeting with a more 

detailed review of selected assignment 

photos.  

   Before each meeting and at the coffee 

break our mentor group is there to help 

answer your questions.  

   Visitors are always welcome 

 

Learn how to share your photos on the internet 
Friday 6 December meeting 
also features slide shows, hints 

The top 10 photo tips from Kodak 
 

Send in your “Open” assignment photos 
    We had a super response last month. Now we want you to keep doing that. The 

assignment this month is “Open” – so that should be easy. The submission deadline 

is always the Sunday prior to the Friday meeting. The table below shows the 

deadlines and the assignment topics for each month. 

   Members may start taking photos on any theme that is published below but should 

not go through their archives and submit photos taken earlier. The aim of the 

assignment topics is to get members to take new photos. 
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“Diagonal stairwell” by Marg Jackman 

“HP Building” by Fraser Campbell 

Recognizing sensor dust 
 

“Diagonals” by Martha Bohm 

   For you owners of DSLR’s sensor dust can be very 

annoying even problematic. 

   No matter how careful you are, if you ever change 

your lenses you will eventually have to deal with dust on 

your camera’s sensor. 

   When dust enters your camera it will quite likely fall on 

either the mirror or the sensor. 

   The mirror is used to view the scene and while dust on 

the mirror is visible when you look at the mirror, it will 

have absolutely no impact on your pictures. The reason 

for that is that when you take a picture the mirror lifts out 

of the way and therefore the dust will not show on your 

pictures. 

   Dust on the mirror, while annoying is easy to remove 

using an air blower brush. (Not canned aerosol dusters) 

   Dust on the sensor, on the other hand will affect all of 

your pictures and unless one knows what they are doing 

is a job much better left to a professional camera repair 

shop. Sensors have a very delicate coating that is easily 

damaged. 

   Ok, so how can you tell if your sensor does need 

cleaning? 

   Take a test shot…a picture of a clear sky, a blank 

computer screen or a white sheet of paper. 

   Set your camera to Aperture Mode and set your 

metering to matrix/evaluative metering and at the lowest 

possible ISO. Turn off the auto focus and set your 

smallest possible aperture. Fill the frame with your test 

image, manually dial your lens completely out of focus 

and take a shot. When you open the image on your 

computer, look for dark spots, those are dust spots. 

   These spots on your sensor will be in all of your 

pictures and while they can be removed using 

Photoshop, why spend the time doing so on all of your 

shots. Better to have your camera cleaned. 

 

Shoot in the right light.  During daylight Christmas 

lights don’t stand out to us, but cameras see things 

differently than our eyes do. The best time to 

photograph Christmas lights is just after sunset — think 

dusk, not dark. The sweet spot is when it is dark enough 

for the Christmas lights to “pop” in the photo, yet still 

light enough for the sky to turn a beautiful blue.  

Take your time. Try out the camera’s manual or 

shutter-priority modes (usually called “M” and “S,” 

respectively) and experiment with long shutter speeds 

(1/4 second, 1/2 second, 1 second, etc).  If your camera 

doesn’t have a have a manual mode, look for a “night 

exposure” or “low light” mode. 

Support is key. Because you will be using a long 

exposure, “camera-shake” will be a big obstacle if you 

don’t have anything to support your camera and keep it 

still.  

Don’t be a flasher. Turn off your camera’s flash.  

Christmas lights 
photo tips 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to submit your assignment photos  
   We want you to send in your pictures for the monthly assignments and also for 
inclusion in our gallery on the Club website. Here are the “rules”: 
1. Shoot your pictures at the largest resolution that your camera is capable of 
producing.  
2. Use an email program and “Attach” your image directly. Do not use your web 
based image sharing mechanism.  
3. Send your images to cameraclub@kanataseniors.ca 
4. If you want your pictures included on our Photo Gallery, you must include your 
name as part of the image name. Rename it. 
Shot as: IMG0912.jpg (straight out of the camera)  
Renamed as: Invisible Tulips by John Black.jpg 
Only photos identified with a title and the name of the photographer will be 
forwarded to the webmaster for inclusion in the Gallery. 
5. In the body of your email indicate the photo you want in the final review. 
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Marg’s Hints    
and Tips 

 

“Windmills Diagonals” By Doug Brittain 

1. Take those shots where everyone is 

standing, but then look around, even 

opposite of what everyone is doing. You 

will be surprised what you have been 

missing. 

2. Get low to the ground and focus more on 

the foreground, turn your camera to the 

air.  This can yield perspectives that have 

never been seen before. 

3. Shoot in rain, fog and wildfire smoke.  

Clearing storms are also a great potential 

for powerful colours, rainbows and shade 

and shadow elements. 

4. Research your location on the web, and 

use these images as a basis of what is 

available and then expand upon these. 

5. Use a telephoto lens where others have 

used a wide-angle lens and visa versa. 

6. Study other creative principles: painting, 

architecture, graphic design, web design, 

music and more to find your creative soul. 

7. Enjoy what you photograph and the 

surrounding that you are in.  Cherish every 

minute of your time there and never forget 

all of those amazing experiences.  That 

emotion will transfer to your photographs.   
how your eye moves around the 
photograph in an interesting way 
because there is nothing in the middle 
to cause the eye to stop. 

 

How to find your landscape 

“Lock Steps” 
by Bill Robertson 

“Follow Me” 
by John Williamson 

“Interesting” 
by Margo Wiper 

mailto:cameraclub@kanataseniors.ca
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“contrast” by Ken Wilson 

“Reflection with rocks” Ray Jourdain 

“Reflections” by Frank Jonker 

“Beaver Pond” by Tracy Pike 

“Reeds against color” by Shirley LeClair 

“Fungus” by Ed Lascelle 

“Fall Canopy” by Louise Robert 

Beaver Pond 
shoot-out photos 

All taken with 
“Point and Shoot” cameras 

 


