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“Barn” by Phyllis Steele 

Meeting starts at 9:15 in Hall B 
View photo slide shows then local shoot-out 
 

   Although Spring is a little late this 
year you should still have lots of 
opportunities for photos in our 
“Beginnings” category. If that fails 
you can always submit in the “Open” 
category any photo on any topic you 
have taken in the last 3 months. 
 

We need you to submit photos 

“Fraser and assistant at 
Mud lake” by Ken Wilson 

      If you were on the mini shoot-out 
at Mud Lake then you can submit 
those photos separately as well but 
you must indicate Mud lake in the 
title of your email.  
    If you have packed your camera 
away for the winter now is the time 
to get outside and experiment, 
explore and take some pictures.  
Many of our recent submission have 
been from the same members. We 
hope that we will see some entries 
from our newer members. There is 
no need for a fancy camera, just get 
out there and shoot. The shutterBUG 
will make every effort to include your 
photo in print. 
   Submissions are due by Sunday 
28 April so we can show them that 
Friday at our 3 May meeting. 
   Submission details are on page 3.  

   Everyone bring your camera we are 
going to take some pictures. 
   At our Friday 3 May meeting we are 
going to have a shoot out. We will take 
photos in the park just across from the 
soccer field behind the Centre. It has 
been at least 3 years since we went to 
take photos of trilliums in Alice Wilson 
Woods and this year there should be a 
bumper crop. There will be other spring 
flowers and the woods themselves 
lend themselves to great photo 
opportunities.  
   This event will take place right after a 
short regular meeting. We will first 
show our “Beginnings” results and then 
Marg’s Tips. We will also do a review 
of the key photos from our April 
meeting which we did not have a 
chance to review last month. Finally 
still more photos – these from the mini-
shoot-out at Mud Lake on 20 April. 
   Then it is time for a quick coffee and 
off to the park for the trilliums.  

   Our June meeting will feature a 
section highlighting the best picture 
you have taken over the past year. 
   More details will be forthcoming 
later but you could start now by 
looking over all of your photos since 
last summer and see if there is one 
you may wish to submit.  
   This will be the first time we have 
tried this and it should prove 
interesting and informative. 
 

Best picture needed  
for June meeting 
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“Sunset surf” by Ingrid Weniger 

Lock your focus  

“Morning” by Ann Williams 

“Light through bottle” by Fraser Campbell 

by Darren Rowse 
   At a recent wedding I handed my camera over to a 
friend to take a shot of my little family and I. We 
posed for a few shots, looking forward to getting 
home to see how they turned out. 
   I didn’t think to check how they came out on the 
LCD after my friend took the shots and it wasn’t until 
I got home and downloaded them on my computer 
that I realised we’d been victims to the old ‘focus 
between the heads on the background’ mistake.  
   You can see what’s happened immediately when 
you look at the images – my friend quickly raised the 
camera to his eye – put us in the middle of the frame 
assuming that the camera would know where to 
focus and took the image. The camera unfortunately 
didn’t know where to focus and decided that the it 
would focus upon the garden behind us. As a result 
we were treated as the foreground and thrown out of 
focus. 
   This is a common mistake that many digital camera 
owners make (I’m sure we’ve all done it). Digital 
Camera manufacturers are now making cameras 
with ‘face recognition’ technology to overcome it 
(where the cameras look for faces and make sure 
that they are the focal point) but most of us are stuck 
with cameras that don’t have this yet and need to 
learn about ‘focal lock’. 
   It’s a very simple technique and something that 
virtually every digital camera (and most film cameras) 
have the ability to do. Here’s what you do: 
 Pose your subject. 
 When framing your subject put the central point 

of your frame on the point that you want to focus 
upon. 

 With the subject’s face in the centre of your 
image half press down on the shutter button (not 
fully). This will tell the camera to focus on that 
point. 

 Without letting go of the shutter (it should still be 
half depressed) move your camera to frame 
your shot as you want it (i.e. the person’s face 
doesn’t need to be centred now). 

 Once you’ve got the framing right press the 
shutter the rest of the way and the shot will be 
taken with the right focussing even though the 
centre of your image might not be the person’s 
face. 

   This technique is not just useful for taking photos of 
people when they’re not central in your shots but can 
also be used in many other types of photography. 
For example in Macro shots when you want to place 
the insect or flower that you’re photographing off 
centre (using the rule of thirds) you might want to use 
focal lock. Similarly if you were taking a landscape 
shot but wanted to focus upon a house in the 
foreground that was off centre rather than the horizon 
you’d use this technique. 
   This technique is one that most people know but 
it’s something that beginners should master in the 
early days of their photography as it’s something 
you’ll use constantly. It might take a little practice but 
after a while it will become second nature to you. 
   Adapted from: http://digital-photography-
school.com/how-to-use-focal-lock 
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Marg’s Hints    
and Tips 

“Buoys In Spring Ice” by Doug Brittain 

Tips to Kick Start Your Seeing This Spring. 
   With the first glimmers of April, we rouse ourselves to begin 
thinking spring photography. A few ideas to help get you 
going again when, as Thoreau notes approvingly, "the days 
have grown sensibly longer". 
   The first mild sunny days of spring seem to fill our urban 
spaces with people who can't wait to soak up the rays. 
Wander downtown, lingering around benches, parkettes, 
seniors residences and so on.  When you are after informal 
portraits of sun starved city slickers, your trusty telephoto 
zoom with your ISO pushed to 400 is a perfect combination. 
   Have you ever noticed the fanciful 
shapes and designs that appear in  
ponds and puddle ice at this time of  
year?  Water melts then freezes  
continuously, trapping bubbles and  
temporarily enshrining the fascinating 
calligraphy of crazy lines-often in the 
most accessible places.  Sharpness  
across the whole picture space is  
important when texture and pattern  
are the essence of the shot.  A tripod 
 is essential, and it also gives you  
the leisure to isolate specific sections 
of the ice and fine tune your compo- 
sition. 
   Every son of the soil; knows that spring is not a laid back 
time on the farm.  The "Deere Little Johns" that make up 
today's high tech agricultural arsenal are out in force from 
coast to coast as soon as the first frost lifts.  Since plowing is 
a race against time and weather, photographing this rite of 
spring against the setting sun is a daily possibility.  The 
resulting back lighting can really perk up your shot. 
 Light-First Last and Always. 
   What? More words about light? You bet.  Add these to your 
camera bag and ponder them when spring fever cools. 
   "The pursuit of perfection, then, is the pursuit of sweetness 
and light". – Matthew Arnold 
   "Light is the first of painters. There is no object so foul that 
intense light will not make it beautiful”. – Ralph Waldo 
Emerson 
   "There are two kinds of light-the glow that illuminates, and 
the glare that obscures". – James Thurber 

“Reflections” by Frank Bohm 

Rules for sending in photos   
  Members are encouraged to send in up to 3 photos 
per topic. These photos will then be included in the 
slide show, in the web site gallery and some in the 
shutterBUG.  
   However, only one photo will be included for the 
end of meeting member review. To make that 
happen, you must indicate in the body of your email 
submission the photo you wish to have included in 
the end of meeting slide show/discussion. 
SUBMITTING YOUR PHOTOS 
1. Shoot your pictures at the largest resolution 
possible.  
2. Use an email program and “Attach” your images 
directly.  
3. Send your images to 
cameraclub@kanataseniors.ca 
4. If you want your pictures included on our Photo 
Gallery, you must include your name as part of the 
image name. Rename it.  
e.g. Snowdrift by Joe Green.jpg 
5. In the body of your email indicate the photo you 
want in the final slideshow. 

Visit our web page at  
www.kanataseniors.ca 

then select Activites and then Camera Club 



 Before pressing the shutter, check that there is nothing behind 
your subject that will appear as though it's growing out of their 
head - telegraph poles and trees are favourites. Step to one side 
for a better shot. 

 Don't use flash on subjects that are further away than the 
instruction book quotes, especially when shooting in situations 
where there are no nearby walls to reflect some of the flash back 
to the subject. The photos will come out too dark. A classic 
example is at concerts - all those flash shots taken at a live 
concert won't come out unless you're at the edge of the stage. 

 Check that you are holding your camera level - there's nothing 
worse than a landscape with a wonky horizon. 

 Turn the camera on its side when shooting pictures of individuals. 
This portrait format makes more use of the space so you don't 
waste lots of coverage on the background.  

1 table, 2 tables, 3 tables 
   At our meetings we have 3 tables set up. 
One is set up for registration and info items. 
We also have a table for those who want to 
sell, trade, give-away equipment, 
magazines etc. that they no longer need. 
   Finally we have a table for the mentors to 
display manuals guides and equipment for 
those looking for some extra help or tips to 
improve their photos. 
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“Blue sky” by Paul Lamoureux 

“Giddy Up” by Anne Jones 

Mentors are there  
to help at meetings  
   Since its inception, the club has had 
education as its theme. As such a number of 
members have indicated that they would be 
willing to help others with specific or more 
general topics. 
   This mentor group includes very 
knowledgeable photographers who are 
willing to answer your questions.  
   They are available at 8.30 a.m. before 
each meeting and during coffee break. 
Whether it’s a problem with your camera, a 
question on technique or one to do with 
editing software there is someone there who 
can help you. The mentors are also willing to 
assist you at home or by telephone if you 
have a question or problem. 
   It would help if you could bring your 
camera manual. 

   At our meetings we have up to four tables set up. 
One is set up for registration and info items. We also 
have a table where those who want to bring in their 
prints for display. 
   The mentors also usually have a table which they 
call “the Help Desk”. 
   Finally we have a table for those who want to sell, 
trade or give away equipment or magazines which 
they no longer need. 
   Do check off your name on the Registration table. 
It gives us a count and also ensures that we have 
your name and email address correctly. 

Meetings have four tables 

“Tampa Bay” by James Wiper 

Four quick beginner photo tips 


