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“Fall reflections” by Anne Jones 

Friday 2 December  
Next meeting to 
focus on HDR  
      The camera club has another busy 
and informative program lined up for its 
December meeting. The meeting starts 
at 9:15 sharp in Hall C. 
   Club member and noted photographer 
Doug Brittain will give a presentation on 
High Dynamic Range (HDR). HDR 
images enable photographers to record 
a greater range of tonal detail than a 
camera could capture in a single photo. 
This opens up a whole new set of 
lighting possibilities which one might 
have previously avoided – for purely 
technical reasons. The HDR technique 
allows detail to be seen in both the 
highlights and the shadows of a single 
photograph. 
   We will be starting the meeting with 
our usual slide show of members’ 
photos of this month’s theme “Grey”. 
Marg Jackman will present her “Hints 
and Tips” and President Ken Wilson will 
outline some of the upcoming events. 
   Cropping photos will be the theme of 
John Williamson’s presentation using 
PhotoShop Elements. 
   As usual the ‘mentors” will be there to 
man their “Help Desk” both before the 
meeting and during the coffee break. 
   Visitors are always welcome.  

The top 10 photo tips from Kodak 
Get down at their level 
For the kids and the pets that 
means getting down at their level. 
Use a plain background 
Before taking a picture check the 
area behind the subject. Look for 
trees or poles sprouting from your 
subject’s head. 
Use flash outdoors 
Even outdoors, use fill flash setting 
on the camera to improve your 
pictures. Use it in bright sun to  

lighten dark shadows under the eyes 
and nose. Use it on cloudy days to 
brighten up faces. 
Move in Close 
To create impactful pictures, move in 
close and fill your picture with the 
subject. 
Take some vertical pictures 
Many subjects look better in a 
vertical picture – from the Eiffel 
Tower to portraits of your friends. 
Lock the focus 
Lock the focus by pressing the 
shutter half way and then re-framing 
the picture. 
Move from the middle 
Bring your picture to life by simply 
placing your subject off-centre. 
Know your flash range 
Pictures taken beyond the flash 
range will be too dark. For many 
cameras that’s only ten feet – about 
four steps away. 
Watch the light 
For people, choose the soft lighting 
of cloudy days. Avoid overhead 
sunlight that casts harsh shadows.  
Be a picture director 
Add some props, rearrange your 
subjects, or try a different viewpoint. 

New photo submission deadlines 
   Starting with this meeting the deadline to submit your photos has been 
moved up. The submission deadline will now always be the Sunday prior to 
the Friday meeting. The table below shows the new deadlines and the 
assignment topics for each month. 
   Members may start taking photos on any theme that is published below but 
should not go through their archives and submit photos taken earlier. The 
aim of the assignment topics is to get members to take new photos. 
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Henry’s Presentation. At our October meeting Henry’s Camera 
staffers Mark and Steve provided the club with an overview of new 
cameras and other photography hardware and software. 

Erasing and formatting a memory card 
    Many digital camera owners don’t 
understand the difference between 
erasing and formatting a memory 
card. Both methods of deleting 
images should be used. 
   Erasing can be done whenever 
desired, such as when your card is 
at full capacity and you need more 
space on the card. A memory card 
should be formatted several times a 
year, particularly if its performance 
seems sluggish. Format more often 
if your camera is used frequently. 
 

Erasing a memory card 
   When you erase a memory card, 
individual photos are deleted from 
their directories on the card. You can 
erase one image at a time, or erase 
all images. However, any images that 
have been designated as protected, 
won’t be removed during the erasure 
process. 
Formatting a memory card 
   Formatting, on the other hand, 
deletes all images from a memory 
card, even the ones that may have 
been protected. It recreates the file 
system including new directories and 
folders where images are saved on 
the card. 
   Unlike erasing, formatting improves 
the overall performance of a card. 
   It’s best to erase and format 
memory cards in a digital camera, not 
via a computer. If you plan to use a 
memory card that was previously 
used in another camera, particularly if 
it was made by a different 
manufacturer, format the card in the 
new camera before taking any shots. 
   Formatting and erasing a memory 
card is done through the main Menu. 
The functions are generally accessed 
in Playback mode, though they can 
be accessed in other modes on some 
cameras.  Since the steps vary from 
camera to camera, check your 
manual for specific instructions. 
……From: http://www.digicamhelp.com “Boston reflections ” 

by Norm Wilson 
“Madawaska reflections” 

by Paul Lamoureux 

   A lot of people want to get a picture 
of their tree with the lights glowing, but 
don’t want the yellow color cast.  If you 
have a DSLR, you can set the white 
balance to Tungsten which will help a 
bit. After you’ve captured the image, 
you could address any additional color 
cast concerns by using software such 
as Photoshop to make some 
adjustments. 
   A tripod or other stable surface is 
really an invaluable tool to capturing 
that beautiful glow. If you try 
handholding the camera, your image 
will be blurred. 
   Using a flash will give you a crisp 
look, but the glow from the tree lights 
will be lost.  So remember to turn off 
the flash. 
   If you have a built-in timer, use it.  
This will keep your camera from 
capturing that little bit of shake when 
you would normally press the shutter 
release. 
   Keep in mind that there is not one 
perfect setting for your camera.  Each 
situation will have a unique lighting 
situation which you will need to 
experiment with to find the exposure 
that works best for your desired result. 

Some ideas for 
taking Christmas 
tree light photos 
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Marg’s Hints   
and Tips 

Marg’s Hints and Tips is 
returning next issue 

“Heron at the Beaver Pond” by Peter van Boeschoten 

“Charleston Island B&W” by Doug Brittain 

How to submit your 
photos for the gallery 
and slide shows 
   We want you to send in your pictures 
for the monthly assignments and also 
for inclusion in our gallery on the Club 
website. So how to do that and what 
are the “rules” 
1. Shoot your pictures at the largest 
resolution possible.  
2. Use an email program and “Attach” 
your image directly.  
3. Send your images to 
cameraclub@kanataseniors.ca 
4. If you want your pictures included on 
our Photo Gallery, you must include 
your name as part of the image name. 
e.g. Shot as: IMG0912.jpg (straight out 
of the camera)  
Renamed as: Flying Beavers by John 
Williamson.jpg 
   Only photos identified with a title and 
the name of the photographer will be 
forwarded to the webmaster for 
inclusion in the Gallery. Photos without 
a name will still be in the slide show. 
5. Processing in Photoshop is allowed 
and encouraged 

  The photo club web site is a trove of 
information. With a pull down menu 
you can access all the old 
newsletters.  
   In addition with another pull down 
menu you can view 20 galleries of 
members’ photos of assignments and 
shootouts. As each new assignment is 
concluded it will be added to the 
gallery.     
   Once in the gallery you need only 
click on the thumbnail image to see it 
larger. This also brings up details 
such as the ISO, exposure, etc. 
   Finally a third pull down menu 
brings up past meeting resources  

Web site has a lot of reasons to visit 
 

   
such as presentations, links, etc.  
   There is also a section which 
explains how photos should be 
submitted. 
   One of the most useful areas is at 
the bottom under “Useful Links PDF”. 
This feature is a gold mine of tips, 
articles, stores, pod cast and more 
   The website is easily accessible 
from the www.kanataseniors.ca site 
and then it is just a matter of clicking 
on Activities followed by Camera 
Club. 

Mentors are there  
to help at meetings  
   Since its inception, the club has had 
education as its theme. As such a 
number of members have indicated 
that that would be willing to help 
others with specific or more general 
topics. 
   This mentor group includes very 
knowledgeable photographers who 
are willing to answer your questions.  
   They are available at 8.30 am 
before each meeting and during 
coffee break. The mentors are also 
willing to help you at home or by 
telephone if you have a question or 
problem. 
   It would help if you could bring your 
camera manual. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

shutterBUG November 2011  Page 4 

“Radautz market” by Ingrid Weniger 

Photograph Spectacular Christmas Lights 
To make the strings of holiday lights 
brighter and more dramatic, open the 
aperture (a smaller number--like f/4). 
If the lights are already too bright 
and overexposed, you can throttle 
the aperture down to f/11. 
   The bottom line? Experiment. 
Frame the Scene 
   Getting to the scene early enough 
is more than half the battle. Start 
taking some photos and check the 
results you're getting. As the sky 
gets  
darker, you'll start to hit a sweet spot 
in which the background sets a 
dramatic tone for your photos, but 
the lighting takes over the 
foreground and becomes the 
"protagonist" in your scene. 
   Be sure to take a lot of photos and 
try a number of different angles, but 
you're guaranteed to get some great 
photos if you "go wide" and include a 
lot of sky. 
   This approach means you won't be 
able to shoot a lot of different 
locations in a single night, but the 
holidays last for months--you've got 
plenty of time. 
(From PC World 
http://www.pcworld.com/article/1726
18/photograph_spectacular_christma
s_lights.html ) 
 

By Dave Johnson, PCWorld     
   Halloween is behind us, and you 
know what that means: The holiday 
season has descended. This time of 
year is a photographer's dream come 
true: Between now and January, it 
seems that every few weeks we have 
a new reason to put lighted 
decorations outside the house. In the 
past I've given you some general 
advice for taking holiday photos, but 
this year I  thought it would be fun to 
take an in-depth look at the best 
ways to take photos of those holiday 
lights. You can use these tips over 
and over again this fall, whether 
you're shooting Halloween, 
Chanukah, Christmas, or New Year's 
events. 
Preparing Your Camera 
   When you head out to shoot some 
holiday lights, be sure to make sure 
your camera is ready. You can get 
good results with almost any sort of 
camera--you don't need a digital 
SLR--but I do recommend using a 
tripod. Nighttime exposures are 
always somewhat slow, and it's just 
not possible to freeze the action 
when the shutter is open for a whole 
second. 
   If you don't have a tripod, you can 
consider propping the camera on top 
of a bean bag (or a bean bag-like 
gadget, such as The Pod 
(http://www.thepod.ca). Bean bags 
are handy because they conform to 
the shape of the camera as well as to 
the shape of whatever you're placing 
the camera on.  
When to Shoot 
   This is the most important part of 
the stew--and the ingredient that 
most people omit when they try 
taking holiday lighting photos. 
   The typical shots of holiday lights--
the ones you see all the time--are 
taken at night, long after the sun is 
gone and the background is in total 
darkness. In these photos, the lights 
are bursting at the seams, and the 
background is abject darkness. 
There's little context, and no drama. 
These photos aren't bad, but they 
lack a certain vitality. 
   The remedy? Shoot shortly after 
sunset, when there's still some light 
in the sky. 
Set up in front of the lighting display 

when there's still plenty of light in the 
sky, at least half an hour before the 
sky goes totally dark. You should be 
able to see the display lights, but they 
should still be fighting the natural light 
in the sky. 
Setting Your Exposure 
   One last thing to consider before 
you start shooting: the exposure 
settings.  If your camera lets you 
 adjust the white  balance, you should 
 set it to "tungsten" or "incandescent." 
These settings will give you a richer, 
bluer sky as well as better lights. 
   You can leave the camera on its 
automatic setting, but if you can dial 
in manual and adjust aperture and 
shutter separately, you can try 
starting with f/8 and a half second. To 
change the overall exposure, open 
the shutter longer (for a brighter 
scene) or shorter (for less exposure).  


